
THE MEDITERRANEAN WORLD IN THE MIDDLE AGES ( 15 words) 

 

I/ Three different civilizations around the Mediterranean  

A/ Location: 

Caliphate, Almoravids, Almohades, Seldjouks, Fatimids, Christian, Christianity, Byzantines 

 

B/ Features of the three civilizations 

 Orthodox, A schism, Sunni, Chias, The Bible, The Koran, a Mosque, a Church, Pope, Patriarch of 

Constantinople, monotheistic, monotheist, monotheism, a caliphate/ a caliph, theocracy 

 

II/ Violent contacts between the three civilizations:  

A/ Definition 

A Crusade, Urban II, Bernard of Clairvaux, to call on a crusade, to take back, to invade, to seize, to take revenge 

on, Jihad, Reconquista, Crusader states, holy, remission of sins. 

 

III/ But sometimes the civilizations cooperated and exchanged 

A/ Trade 

Venetians, sails, vessel, a fleet, to exchange, to import, to export, a compass, an astrolable, loan and letters 

B/ Cultural cooperation: 

Mozarabians, Toledo, Cordoba, Palermo, a crossroad. 
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Caliphate  Muslim territory led by a Caliph 

Orthodox religion: branch of Christianity 

Schism: separation in a religion   

Bible: Holy Christian book  

Koran: holy Muslim book 

Pope: leader of the catholic religion 

Patriarch of Constantinople :leader of the  Orthodox religion 

Crusade: armed pilgrimage to set Jerusalem free from the Muslims 

Urban 2: The pope who launched the first crusade in 1095 

Bernard of Clairvaux : French priest/abbot  who launched the second crusade in 1142 

Jihad: Muslim counter-attack against the crusade ; it is a holy war 

Reconquista: reconquest of Spain by the Christians against the Muslims 

Crusader states ( Etats Latin d’Orient): States created in Palestine by the crusaders 

Mozarabians: Christians who lived in Muslim lands 

 

 

 


